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Non-Final Rejection 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Liu (US 

2004/0100761) in view of Maruyama (US 2003/0117783). 

Liu shows an optical disc drive in Fig. 1 including: an optical disc drive 6; and a 
casing 7, being a hollow and semi-closed rectangular parallelepiped and defining an 
internal space, wherein a vertical end surface (front surface) of the casing has an 
insertion opening for inserting the optical disc drive into the internal space, an 
opposite vertical end surface (rear surface) is closed by a circuit board, which 
comprises an interface connecting cable and a power supply cord 82+72 respectively 
connected to corresponding connection components of the optical disc drive. 

Liu does not show that the casing has a bottom opening on a rear portion of a 
bottom thereof. 

Maruyama shows an apparatus with a casing, which has a bottom opening 
covered by cover 1 1 ([0034]) on a rear portion of a bottom 2a ([0034] line 5) thereof, 
and a removable bottom cover 1 1 openably closing the bottom opening. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to add the opening with the cover taught by Maruyama into 
Liu 's device. The rationale is as follows: Liu teaches that the opening is a storage 
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space for accommodating battery ([0034]). The advantage of having battery is obvious 
that it makes the device mobile, thus can work independently. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would have been motivated to add the opening and cover for accommodating 
battery. 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Liu in 
view of Maruyama as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Pernet 
(5,673,180). 

Maruyama does not show how to fix the cover on the device. Pernet shows a 
device in Fig. 1, wherein the opening has two retaining grooves 21 on a side thereof 
and the bottom cover has two elastic retainers 31 fixedly engaged with the 
corresponding two retaining grooves. Since Maruyama does not show how to fix the 
cover. Pernet shows a way of using grooves and retainers for fixing the cover, and it is 
also notorious and commonly used way for fixing a cover. One of ordinary skill would 
have been motivated to use Pernet's way to fix the cover in Liu and Maruyama's 
device. 

3. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Liu in 
view of Maruyama as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Dowtin (US 
3,584,135). 

Claim 3, Dowtin shows a device in Fig. 2 , wherein the casing is provided on 
proper positions at 28 with a plurality of through holes for fixedly screwed by screws 
28 to the corresponding screw holes (Column 2, lines 39-41). The way of using screws 
to fix a cover is so notorious and popular. One of ordinary skill in the art would use 
this way to fix the cover. 
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4. The prior art made of record innPTO-892 Form and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 


examiner should be directed to Tianjie Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7570. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30, Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


5. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



